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Press Release 

The Asia-Pacific Forum for International Arbitration (AFIA) provides young arbitration 

practitioners with a forum to discuss issues and developments in international arbitration, 

with particular focus on the Asia-Pacific. AFIA provides an important opportunity for the 

forging of professional relationships amongst young practitioners across the Asia-Pacific 

region and globally. It also offers opportunities for its members to benefit from AFIA’s 

cooperation with similar organisations around the world.  Since its inception, AFIA has held 

over 50 symposia in the Asia-Pacific region and around the world.  AFIA currently has over 

500 members from 45 countries. 

 

New AFIA Committee Appointed for 2019-2020  

AFIA is pleased to announce its new Committee elected in January 2019.  

The new Committee, with increased representation in the region and globally, includes: 

Executive Committee 

Co-Chair Jonathan Lim (Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr, UK) 

Co-Chair Monica WY Chong (WongPartnership, Singapore) 

Secretary Janice Lee (Eversheds Harry Elias, Singapore) 

Deputy Secretary Isuru Devendra (Latham & Watkins, London) 

Members Elizabeth Chan (Three Crowns, London) 

Katie Chung (Norton Rose Fulbright, Singapore) 

Rahul Donde (Lévy Kaufmann-Kohler, Switzerland) 

Arran Dowling-Hussey (Law Library, Dublin & 33 Bedford 

Row Chambers) 

Elodie Dulac (King & Spalding, Singapore) 

Ashley Hill (GRT Lawyers, Australia) 

Vivek Kapoor (Stephenson Harwood, UK) 

Kartikey Mahajan (Kirkland & Ellis, London) 

Samuel Pape (Latham & Watkins, UK) 

Ajay Thomas (Independent, India) 
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Country Representatives 

Australia  Kyle Dickson-Smith (Independent Arbitrator, Australia) 

China  Melissa Feng (Beijing Anjie Law Firm, China) 

Hong Kong  James Ng (Hogan Lovells, Hong Kong) 

India  Trisha Mitra (Shearman & Sterling, Paris) 

Indonesia  Henny Mardiani (The Arbitration Chambers, Singapore) 

Japan  Shinichiro Mori (Momo-o, Matsuo & Namba, Japan) 

Malaysia  Thulasy Suppiah (Belden, Malaysia)  

Myanmar Suegene Ang (WongPartnership, Myanmar)  

New Zealand Robert Kirkness (Thorndon Chambers, New Zealand) 

Pakistan  Dr Tariq Mahmood (33 Bedford Row Chambers)  

Philippines  Jay Patrick Santiago (Quisumbing Torres Law Office, 

Philippines)  

Singapore  Samantha Tan (Freshfields, Singapore) 

South Korea  Matthew Christensen (Bae, Kim and Lee, South Korea) 

Taiwan  I-Ching Tseng (Pinsent Masons' Beijing Office)  

Thailand  Jedsarit Sahussarungsi (Weerawong, Chinnavat & 

Partners) 

Vietnam  Hop Dang (Hop Dang’s Chambers, Vietnam) 

 

 

Arbitral Institution Liaison Officers 

AIAC (formerly KLRCA)  Tatiana Polevshchikova (Malaysia)  

CIETAC Brad Wang (Hong Kong) 

CIArb  Kristian Maley (John Holland, Australia)  

HKIAC Filip Nordlund (Hong Kong)  

ICC  Diane Zhu Peng (North Asia) 

Abhinav Bhushan (South Asia)  

PDRC Shirley F. Alinea (Philippines) 

SIAC Christopher Bloch (Singapore)  
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Regional and Other Representatives 

Africa Leah Njoroge Kibe (JMiles & Co, Kenya)  

Australasia Marina Kofman (Sydney) 

Europe Luka Groselj (Schellenberg Wittmer Ltd, Switzerland) 

Middle East Faris Shehabi (HFW, Dubai) 

North America Preeti Bhagnani (White & Case, USA) 

Latin America Luis Miguel Velarde Saffer (Dechert, France)  

 

Recent Highlights and Upcoming Events 

2017-2018 was an eventful term for AFIA, and 2019-2020 looks to be no different. 

Some highlights in AFIA’s 2017-2018 events calendar include: 

• A Joint Symposium on Emerging Issues in International Arbitration with the 

Philippine Institute of Arbitrators on 23 March 2017 in Manila followed by a Mock 

Arbitration on 24 March 2017 as part of the 2017 National Convention of the 

Integrated Bar of the Philippines.   

• An International Arbitration Symposium jointly sponsored by AFIA, ICC-YAF and 

HK-45 on 28 March 2017 in Hong Kong. The Keynote Session focused on Guerrilla 

Tactics in International Arbitration.    

• A Joint ICDR-YSIAC-AFIA Panel Discussion on Recent Developments in 

Emergency & Expedited Arbitration Procedures on 30 May 2017 held in London.   

• AFIA’s 48th International Arbitration Symposium held on 9 June 2017 in Singapore. 

The Keynote Address focused on Ethical & Cultural Issues in International 

Arbitration.    

• A joint Symposium on Third Party Funding and Selection of Arbitrators with the 

Young Japan Association of Arbitrators (YJAA) on 29 September 2017 in Tokyo.  

• AFIA’s London Symposium and Winter Social on 29 November 2017 in London.  

The event featured two panel discussions on Latin America – Asia Pacific Trade 

Flows and Disputes.  

• AFIA’s Symposium on Efficiency and Economy in International Arbitration: Are We 

Getting it Right? on 13 April 2018 in Sydney, in the lead up to the Sydney ICCA 

Congress.   

• A joint AFIA-ICC YAF International Arbitration Symposium on Top Tips for your 1st 

Arbitrator Appointment on 10 May 2018 in Singapore.  

• A Symposium on Third Party Funding, Expedited Proceedings and Investor-State 

Dispute Resolution Reform on 18 October 2018 in Melbourne, in conjunction with 

the Australian Arbitration Week.   
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• A Symposium focusing on emerging trends in investment treaty arbitration involving 

Asian parties, held on 29 November 2018 in London. The Symposium was followed 

by a Winter Social.  

 

Further details of AFIA’s upcoming and future symposia will be available on the AFIA 

website. 

 * * * * * * * 

For further information, please feel free to contact the AFIA Secretary, Janice Lee 

(janicelee@eversheds-harryelias.com) or Deputy Secretary, Isuru Devendra 

(isuru.devendra@lw.com) 

 

Comments can be obtained from AFIA Co-Chairs, Jonathan Lim 

(jonathan.lim@wilmerhale.com) and Monica WY Chong 

(monicawy.chong@wongpartnership.com) 

http://afia.asia/
http://afia.asia/
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